210                LOCAL INQUIRIES
Formerly the Executive officers, in the earlier stages of our administration, were in the habit of deciding cases as civil judges between parties with whom in their Executive capacity they had become more or less acquainted, and of hearing the evidence of witnesses of which their local knowledge and experience enabled them fairly accurately to gauge the value They may, no doubt, have made mistakes in law which had to be put right by higher tubunals, and they may sometimes have given way to personal bias in favour of persons of good reputation ; but they were, at all events, less susceptible to the mistakes into which courts are led by false evidence at the present time.
The old system was unsound in principle, and it was right to set it aside. But the new system has very serious disadvantages The men who preside in the local courts now are too often men who have fettle or no knowledge of the people among whom they are dispensing justice; and they are led, by the accepted principles of the system which they are administering, to exclude from consideiation any little knowledge they may have, and to decide cases entirely on the evidence presented before them, and on the pleadings of counsel on both sides.
Counsel also are in the same way far too often men who have been trained in the distant cities, and now leside at the head-quarters of the courts, without having any such knowledge of the people of the interior as would enable tiaem to judge of their integrity as parties or as witnesses. The ordinary idea of an Indian practitioner is to win his case, he is, as a rule, by no means inclined to investigate the character of his own client or witnesses; and he has not, for the reasons above given, the capacity for treating effectively the case for the other side in cross-examination. The court is, therefore, in far too many cases, left to decide what is truth amidst conflicting evidence among which it is unable to discriminate.
A great remedy for this defect is local inquiry. Once, on my return from leave* I was posted to a certain District in the